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A Comparative Analysis of CAS and C9’s Research Abilities in the Fields of
Basic Research Based on the National Natural Science Funds

Ma Tingcan' Zheng Haijun® Zhou Lei’
(1 Wuhan Library of Chinese academy of Sciences, Wuhan 430071;
2 Institute of Policy and Management , Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190)

Abstract The National Natural Science Funds (NNSF) is one of the most important channels through
which China’s basic research works are supported. The competitiveness on NNSF has become a very impor-
tant measure of the scientific research abilities and levels of research institutions. Based on the NNSF pro-
ject information during 1998-—2012, this paper carried out a comprehensive comparative analysis between
CAS and China’s C9 League, which are two of the most important research teams in China’s national inno-
vation system, on their research abilities in the fields of basic research. The results show that, in the fields
of natural sciences, CAS and C9’s whole research abilities are very close. But in different fields, they often
vary greatly, and have strong complementarity. In addition, CAS has more advantages in the aspect of un-
dertaking national major research projects, while C9 has certain advantages in the aspect of talent fostering,
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